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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listipfi of Claims: 

.Claims 1-13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (new): A virtual-space providing apparatus, which is coimected to a user 
terminal via a network, and which provides said user terminal with various kinds of 
services throngh a tteee-dimensional virtual space created in the network, said virtual- 
space'jirp'vidiiig apparatus cbmpri^ 

virtual room providing means for imitating a real room of a user using said user 
terminal, and for providing the virtual room, which can be browsed using the nser terminal 
connected via the network, on the three-dimensional virtual space; 

virtual store providing means for providing the user terminal connected via the 
network with the virtual; store, said virtual store selling virtual commodities imitating real 
commodities, on the three-dimensional virtual space; and 

benefit-information trariOTiitting means, wherein, when the user purchases a virtual 
commodity in the virtual' store provided by said virtual store providing means using said user 
terminal, benefit information showing benefit of purcjhasing the virtual commodity is 
transmitted to said user terminal, wherein, when a virtual corxmiodity' is purchased in the 
virtual store using said user tenndnal, said virtual store providing means places the virtual 
. commodity-in the virtual room. 

Claim 15 (new); A virtual-space providing apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said 
virtual store , pro victo accumulatiug means for accumulating virtual 

commodities as three-dimensional image data. 

Claim 16 (new): A virtual-space providing apparatus, which is connected to a user 
terminal via. a network, and which provides said user terminal with various kinds of 
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services through a three-dimensional virtual space created in the network, said virtual- 
space providing apparatus comprising; 

virtual room providing means for imitating a real roona of a user iising sa^ 
terminal, and for providing the virtual room, which can be brov/sed using the user terminal 
connected via the network, on the three-dimensional virtual space; 

virtual store providing means for providing the user terminal connected via the 
network with the virtual store, said virtual store selling virtual coniinodities "imitating ^rc 
cormnodities, on the three-dimensional virtual space; and 

benefit-information transmitting means, wherein, when the user purchases a virtual 
commodity in the virtual store provided by said virtual store providing means using said user 
tettninal, benefit information showing benefit of purchasing the virtual commodity is transmitted 
to said user terminal, wherein, when a commodity is purchased in the real store, said virtual store 
providing means pla.ces a virtual commodity iraitatiuag the real commodity in the virtual room, 
wherein, when a commodity is purchased in the real store, said virtual store providing means 
places a virtiial commodity imitating the real commodity in the virtual room. 

Claim 17 (new): A virtual-space providing apparatus according to Claim 16, wherein 
said virtual store providing means comprises accumulating means for accumulating virtual 
commodities as three-dimeiisiohal image data. 

Claim. 18 (new): A virtual-space providing syst^, which is connected via a network 
to a user terminal used by a user, a real-store terminal installed in a store in a real space, and 
a virtual-space providing apparatus providing said user termiaal with various kinds of 
services through a tirree-dimeixsional virtual space, wherein said virtual-space providing 
apparatus comprises: 

^ ' virtual room providing means for imitating a real room of the user using the user 
terminal, and for providing a virtual room, which can be browsed using the user terminal 
connected viaLthe network, on the three-dimensional virtual space; 
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virtual store providing means for providing the user temxinal connected via the 
network with "a virtual store selling virtual commodities imitating real" commodities, on the 
three-dimensional virtual space; and 

benefit-infonnation transmitting means for transinittiug benefit information to the 
user terminil so that in the real space the user can get benefit of piirchasiiig a virtual 
commodity, when the virtual commodity is purchased in the virtual store provided by said 
virtual :store.p}pviding means; and 

said user teroiijial comprises: 

a removable storage mediuin; and 

writing means for writing the benefit information transmitted Jfrom said benefit- 
information tfabismittirigmear]^, on said storage medium, wherein, when'a virtual coimnodity is 
purchased in the virtual store by using the user terminalj said virtual store providing means 
places the viilml comniodity in the virtual room. 

Claim. I? (new): A virtual-space providing system, which is connected via a network 
to a user terminal used by a user, a real-store terminal installed in a store in a real space, and 
a virtual-space providing apparatus providing said user terminal with varioiis kinds of 
services through a three-dimensional virtual space, wherein said virtual-space providing 
apparatus comprises: 

virtual room providing means for imitating a real room of the user using the user 
terminal, aiid_ for providing a virtual room, which can be browsed using the user terminal 
connected via the network, on the three-dimensional virtual space; 

virtual store providing means for providing the user terminal connected via the 
network with a virtual store selling virtual commodities imitating real commodities, on the 
three-dimensional virtual space; and 

benefit-information transmitting means for transmitting benefit information to the 
user tejminal so that in the real space the user can get benefit of purchasing a virtual 
commodity, when the virtual commodity is purchased in the virtual store provided by said 
virtual store providing ineans; and . 

said ixser terminal comprises: 
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a removable storage medium; and 

writing means for writing the benefit information transmitted from said benefit- 
inforaiation trankni^^ on said storage medium, wherein said real-store terinirial 

comprises, commodity ijifprmation transmitting means for transmitttbg at least commodity 
information showing the purchased commodity, when a real commodity is purchased, to said 
* . . . virtual store pjoviding means; and said virtual store providing means placeis a virtual coraihbdity 
imitating the purchased commodity, in the virtual room according to the commodity information 
transmitted from said commodity information transmittihg means, 

Clajgqa...20. (new): .A yirtual^space providing method for providing a user teiminal 
connected via a network, with various kinds of services through a tfaree-dimensiohal virtual 
space created in the network, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a virtual room imitating a real room of a user using the user terminal, on a 
three-dimensional virtual space so that the virtual room can be browsed using the user terminal 
connected via the network; and 

providing a virtual store for selling virtual commodities, which can be placed in said 
virtual, room," on the ftiree-dimensional yirtuai space; wherein when a virtual commodity is 
purchased in said virtual store using said user terminal, benefit of piirchasing the virtiial 
commodity is given to said user terminal side so that the user can enjoy- the benefit in a real store> 
wherein, when a commodity is purchased in the real store, a virtual commodity imitatinig imitates 
the purchased conomodity, is placed in the virtual room. 
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